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SUBJECT: RLG STATEMENTS REGARDING POL SHORTAGE 

REF: (A) VIENTIANE 0568 
(B) VIENTIANE 0606 

1. AS ANTICIPATED REFTEL A, RLG ISSUED STATEMENTS 
JANUARY 24 RREGARDING FAILURE OF RTG AUTHORITIES TO 
RELEASE FUEL TO LAOS, BUT CSMARKS WERE RELATIVELY MILD 
AND ATTRIBUTED PROBLEM TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN NONG 
KHAI. OFFICIAL LAO PRESSE REPORTED THAT CABINET 
DISCUSSED IMMINENT POL CRISIS 
IN MEETING JANUARY 23 

AND THAT DEMARCHES HAD BEEN MADE TO RTG EMBASSY IN 
VIENTIANE AND BY RLG EMBASSY IN BANGKOK IN ORDER TO 
PERMIT ENTRY OF FUEL DESTINED FOR LAOS "BLOCKED BY 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES AT NONG KHAI." LAO PRFSE NOTES THAT 
RLG COMPLETELPSSURPRISED BY THAI ACTIONS AND HOPES 
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A CRISIS. 

2. RLG SPOKESMAN OUDAY SOUVANNAVONG, IN PRESS CONFERENCE 
MORNING JANUARY 24. ALSO DISCUSSED THE POL PROBLEM, 

STATING THAT THE RLG MINISTRY OF FINANCE HAD JUST THIS 
MORNING RECEIVED A TELEGRAM FROM BANGKOK CONFIRMING THAT 
RTG HAS SENT FORMAL ORDERS TO AUTHORITIES AT NONG KHAI FOR 
THE RELEASE OF FUEL FOR LAOS. OUDAY SAID THAT, ACCORDING 
TO THE THAI MINISTRIES OF EPYNOMY AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

THE RTG HAD NEVER GIVEN INSTRUCTIONS TO SUSPEND EXPORT OF 
PBFUEL TO LAOS AND THWDXTHE "DIFFICULTIES" ARE THEREFORE 
ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES AT NONG KHAI WHO 
BLOCKED DELIVERE OF THE LAO SUPPLY, WHICH RLG "DEEPLY 
REGRETTED." THEREFORE, OUDAY CONCLUDED, THAT IF THE 
ORDERS FROM BANGKOK ARE CORRECTLY TRANSMITTED AND 
EXECUTED, THE LAO NEED NOT FEAR A SHORTAGE OF FUEL; BUT, 

HE CAUTIONED, "ONE OUGHT NOT COUNT THE CHICKENS BEFORE 
THEY ARE HATCHED, AND BY THIS AFTERNOON LAO WILL BE 
ABLE BETTER TO EVALUATE GOOD WILL OF OUR NEIGHBORS." 
WHITEHOUSE 
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